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Post-Disaster Recovery Planning Forum: How-To Guide
Partners for Disaster Resistance & Resilience
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Fictional Community 
Example

The severity of damage from a 
natural disaster depends upon 
the types of land use and the 
patterns of development in a 
community. Much of the 
commercial land use in Crewville 
is concentrated in the downtown 
area. This area is in close 
proximity to the beach and, 
according to existing data, most 
of it is located within the hazard 
zone.

To the left is a graph that can be 
created prior to a post-disaster 
recovery workshop. Based on the 
integration of USGS National 
Land Cover Dataset with 
tsunami-hazard information, the 
graph shows the types of land in 
a community, both in a 
tsunami-hazard zone (in dark 
orange) and for the entire 
community (in light orange). 

This graph shows that all of the 
land classified as “high-intensity 
developed,” which typically 
represents infrastructure, 
commercial and high-density 
residential areas, is in the 
tsunami zone. Approximately half 
of the land classified as 
“low-intensity developed,” which 
typically represents lower-density 
residential areas, is in the 
tsunami zone.

Land Use and Development
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Facilitate Forum Session 1 

Do current development patterns or land use plans minimize 
development in vulnerable areas? 

Where in your community is growth projected to occur? 

What, if any, policies are in place to address post-disaster 
redevelopment?

How will the community provide temporary shelter and housing after 
a catastrophic event?

Infrastructure questions: 

 Describe the relationship between infrastructure and land use and  
 development in your community.  

 What types of infrastructure are necessary to support   
 post-disaster re-development?  

This theme looks at how the community’s land use and development 
might be impacted by an event.

Questions
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