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Presenter
Presentation Notes
In addition to a long-standing partnership with the NWS, Washington State has been an active partner with NOAA through the National Tsunami Hazard Mitigation Program since its inception.

Through this partnership, we have actively pursued developing the NWR in tsunami at-risk communities by taking an All Hazards approach

For example, this has led to public/private partnerships that installed a new NWR repeater site on Mt Octopus – the first such  partnership in the nation and giving the Washington Coast full NWR coverage

It has lead to NWRs being installed at critical facilities, businesses, hotel/motels and homes in multiple hazard areas

Recognizing the need to be able to disseminate information to the public in high traffic areas and on beach heads, a new tone alert receiver was developed

The NWS and City of Seattle are now combining these efforts to demonstrate a proof of concept that truly can, in any hazard, rapidly and effectively warn citizens of an impending hazard
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Serving America Since 1870Serving America Since 1870

Provide Weather, Hydrologic, and Climate Provide Weather, Hydrologic, and Climate 
Forecasts and Warnings for the United Forecasts and Warnings for the United 
States, its Territories, Adjacent Waters and States, its Territories, Adjacent Waters and 
Ocean Areas, for the Ocean Areas, for the Protection of Life and Protection of Life and 
PropertyProperty and and Enhancement of the National Enhancement of the National 
Economy.Economy.
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To maximize the 
number of people 
who take appropriate 
and timely action to 
minimize injury, 
death, and property 
damage due to 
hazardous weather 
and flooding.
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NOAA Tsunami “DART” Buoy

Tsunami Warning Center – 
Palmer, Alaska

The Tsunami Warning System

Weather Radio Receiver
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Washington Faces Many NonWashington Faces Many Non--Weather HazardsWeather Hazards

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Seattle faces many hazards that requires emergency managers and the response community to be able to rapidly disseminate real-time warning information.  For example:

Earthquakes:  Cascadia Subduction Zone earthquakes can cause moderate earthshaking that can last up to several minutes, Deep Slab Earthquakes that have caused major damage in 49, 65 and 2001 and crustal earthquakes such as the Seattle fault that can cause significant damage to Seattle and cause tsunamis

Tsunamis:  NOAA’s  Pacific Marine Environmental Laboratory in Seattle has worked with the State to model Seattle’s risk to tsunamis from a Seattle Fault earthquake – this information provides emergency managers with key planning information that supports GMA and DMA 2000

Terrorism:  Seattle presents many critical infrastructures, economic centers, communication hugs, and cultural sites which could be the target of domestic or international terrorism.  It’s dense urban population and limited surface transit routes make accurate information dissemination crucial to public safety in potential terrorism scenarios

Major Chemical Spills:  Seattle is a major transportation hub for a wide variety of  hazardous chemicals being transported by road, rail, water ways and air.  The central Puget Sound is a major west coast manufacturing and distribution center with the local economy being dependent on the transportation and storage of these hazardous chemicals.   This high urban concentration being located in such close proximity to these transportation nodes, manufacturing sites and wide range of chemicals provides a potential for a catastrophic chemical incident. 
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– Event Selection
– External Antenna Jack
– Others
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Terrain Challenges
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What is Storm/TsunamiReady?What is Storm/What is Storm/TsunamiReadyTsunamiReady??

A voluntary community preparedness program 
that promotes weather and tsunami hazard 
readiness. 
Primary goal to improve public safety during 
emergencies. 
A collaborative effort between federal, state, and 
local agencies, and the public. 
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Presentation Notes
TsunamiReady is part of the NWS StormReady Program.



Just like StormReady -- TsunamiReady communities are better prepared to save lives from severe weather.



When communities partner with the NWS, it requires hard work, time, resources, and energy.



TsunamiReady recognizes communities for their efforts.



Emergency Managers and citizens are proud of their TsunamiReady recognition.
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– Map Evacuation Routes and Assembly Areas
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Safety Plans 

StormReadyStormReady ElementsElements
–– Emergency Operations CenterEmergency Operations Center
–– Multiple Ways to Receive NWS WarningsMultiple Ways to Receive NWS Warnings
–– Multiple Ways to Disseminate WarningsMultiple Ways to Disseminate Warnings
–– Multiple Ways to Monitor ConditionsMultiple Ways to Monitor Conditions
–– Hazardous Weather PlanHazardous Weather Plan
–– Community Preparedness EducationCommunity Preparedness Education

TsunamiReadyTsunamiReady ElementsElements
–– Identify Hazard ZonesIdentify Hazard Zones
–– Map Evacuation Routes and Assembly AreasMap Evacuation Routes and Assembly Areas
–– Install Evacuation and Assembly SignageInstall Evacuation and Assembly Signage
–– Educate Community on Tsunami Hazard and Educate Community on Tsunami Hazard and 

Safety PlansSafety Plans



StormReady / TsunamiReadyStormReadyStormReady / / TsunamiReadyTsunamiReady
Who
- Counties
- Communities
- Cities
- Indian Nations
- Supporters

- Businesses
- Schools

How To Apply
– Visit www.stormready.noaa.gov and Click on how 
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Recommend Printing out the Word Document for a 
Worksheet 
Work with Your Warning Coordination Meteorologist
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For example, this has led to public/private partnerships that installed a new NWR repeater site on Mt Octopus – the first such  partnership in the nation and giving the Washington Coast full NWR coverage

It has lead to NWRs being installed at critical facilities, businesses, hotel/motels and homes in multiple hazard areas

Recognizing the need to be able to disseminate information to the public in high traffic areas and on beach heads, a new tone alert receiver was developed

The NWS and City of Seattle are now combining these efforts to demonstrate a proof of concept that truly can, in any hazard, rapidly and effectively warn citizens of an impending hazard
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